Coming to terms with the "otherwise qualified" student with a learning disability.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 ensures all "otherwise qualified" individuals with handicaps the right to higher education. Federal regulations implementing the broad principles of Section 504 address only obliquely the interpretation of the construct "otherwise qualified." The determination of the qualified individual with a handicap in higher education entails unique consideration when applied to students with learning disabilities. In a setting traditionally based on academic merit and competition, the student with a learning disability requires accommodation of the learning process. Postsecondary institutions are faced with the task of determining the qualified student while maintaining academic standards. To clarify this process, existing tenets of the construct "otherwise qualified" were examined. Issues in implementing the law with students with learning disabilities were discussed, and current practice in addressing the issues was evaluated in light of legal principles. Guidelines were proposed for implementing the construct "otherwise qualified" with students with learning disabilities in higher education.